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Greetings Ohio Sisters!  

Ohio Department had a great encampment in June and then our National Encampment just one 

month ago brought us all together in Cleveland for even more business, inspiration, traditions 

and sisterhood.  It has truly been an active last few months for our Auxiliary! 

As our auxiliaries move away from encampments, summer reenactments, and historical festivals, 

and we tuck those sweet summertime memories away, our patriotic and remembrance work 

doesn’t end. 

Now is a great time to be looking ahead to Fall and planning how your auxiliary can get involved 

in an upcoming patriotic holiday in your town. Consider reaching out to another organization to 

support their efforts or to work together to plan an event.  Our Department President, Becky 

Black DeCola, recently hosted a wonderful “Unity Tea” for Ladies of the Grand Army of the 

Republic to come together to talk and to share. Let’s continue carrying out her message of Unity 

by talking with our own neighboring auxiliaries and other similar groups as we find ways to 

work together while promoting patriotism this fall.  Even if there is not a formal event going on 

in your area, consider other creative ways that you can spread patriotism! 

Some quick suggestions for your Auxiliary to consider: 

- Post articles, reflections and ceremonies honoring upcoming holidays on your Auxiliary’s 

social media—Facebook, Instagram, etc.  Email Auxiliary members a link to an article or 

deliver a hard copy. 

- Scan Ohio newspapers for articles of local ceremonies honoring POWs.  (POW/MIA 

Recognition Day is September 20, 2019)  

- Fly the American Flag, lowering to half-staff when appropriate. 

- Read Presidential and State Proclamations. 

- Write notes of support to a local Gold Star Mother’s Chapter.  (Gold Star Mother’s Day 

is September 29, 2019) 

- Join in a Veterans Day Parade, thank Veterans at a VA or other facility with cards and 

other small thank you gifts.  (Veterans Day is November 11, 2019) 

- Share stories of Gettysburg soldiers at your October or November Auxiliary meeting. 

(Remembrance Day at Gettysburg is November 23) 

Each newsletter, I will highlight a recent or upcoming holiday in a section called, “Patriotic 

Reflections”.  Take a moment to reflect on the price of freedom as we look at this quarter’s 

“Patriotic Reflections” on POW/MIA Recognition Day held September 20, 2019… 



From Ohio’s 2019 Proclamation by Mike DeWine and John Husted, Governor and Lieutenant 

Governor of the State of Ohio: 

“WHEREAS, since the founding of our nation, millions of courageous men and women have 

answered the call to defend democracy both at home and abroad, and many have made the 

ultimate sacrifice in the fight for freedom, liberty and peace; and 

WHEREAS, approximately 82,500 Americans are still missing and unaccounted for from World 

War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the Gulf Wars, and other conflicts, 

including 3,695 Ohioans; and … 

WHEREAS, on this day, we honor prisoners of war and those missing in action for their heroic 

service to our nation. We owe them and their families a debt of gratitude which can never be 

fully repaid.” 

According to the National Park Service, at some point approximately 400,000 soldiers became 

prisoners of war in the Civil War.  This staggering number is more than any other conflict in the 

history of our country.   

Remember, honor, and learn the stories of those Americans still missing, the families who wait 

for answers and those from all conflicts who suffered as prisoners of war. 

How will you continue to foster patriotism this fall?  Please share your ideas and thoughts with 

me at:  kdanisk@yahoo.com.  Thank you for all that you do to honor patriotism! 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

Kim Villalva 

Patriotic Instructor 

Department of Ohio 
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